RG104 E-l Box 184 




Superintendent. Mint U.S., 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Sir: 


Referring to the report of the Assayer of the Bureau upon special 


test gold coins, your attention is called.to the fact that they average 

about .0002 above standard fineness. This is very unusual with coins 

« 

•issued from the Philadelphia Mint, and it occurs to me that it may be due 
to the ingot melts having been made up on the assays of the U.S.Assay f 
office at New York, from which institution the'gold now being coined 
was received. :I believe this gold was bought aa unparted bars, and 
the assays, therefore, not reported to .0001. As there is a considerable 
loss of gold arising from the high fineness of these coins, .1 would sug¬ 
gest that the Assayer furnish the Melter and Refiner with assays of the 
remaining transfer bars, reported to .0001. 


Very respectfully 



Director of the Mint 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
December 16, 1893 

Superintendent Mint U.S., 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Sir: 


Referring to the report of the Assayer of the Bureau upon special test gold coins, your 
attention is called to the fact that they average about .0002 above standard fineness. This is very 
unusual with coins issued from the Philadelphia Mint, and it occurs to me that it may be due to 
the ingot melts having been made up on the assays of the U.S. Assay office at New York, from 
which institution the gold now being coined was received. I believe this gold was bought as 
unparted bars, and the assays, therefore, not reported to .0001. As there is a considerable loss of 
gold arising from the high fineness of these coins, I would suggest that the Assay er furnish the 
Melter and Refiner with assays of the remaining transfer bars, reported to .0001. 

Very respectfully, 

R.E. Preston 
Director of the Mint. 



